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CARLISLE AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

PLANNED INSTRUCTION COVER PAGE 
 

Title of Course: United States History II   Subject Area: Social Studies  Grade Level: 9th
                

           

 

Course Length: (Semester/Year): Year   Duration: 50 minutes/day  Frequency: 5 periods 

 

Prerequisites: U.S. History I (Beginnings to 1865)  Credit: 1 credit   Level: Option III 

 

Course Description/Objectives:   

 
United States History III: 1850-1950 is a continuation of United States History I offered in the eighth grade.  It examines the 

political, economic, social, and international issues that shaped our nation from Reconstruction to 1950. Units of study include 

Reconstruction, Westward Expansion, Age of Industry, Immigration and Urbanization, Age of Imperialism, the Progressive Era, 

World War I, the 1920s, Great Depression and New Deal, World War II, and the beginnings of the Cold War.  

 The Option III curriculum is intended to provide students who demonstrate exceptional interest and ability in social studies the 

opportunity to pursue topics on a more collegiate level. The courses are designed for students with superior verbal skills, strong self-

motivation, the ability to read and learn rapidly, and the willingness to encounter challenges beyond the regular Option II classroom. 

Additionally, the course will highlight various relevant historical skills that are necessary for Advanced Placement courses and the 

study of history at the post-secondary level. It is strongly recommended for students who may want to elect AP courses in their 11
th

 

and 12
th

 grade years. 

 

Major Text(s)/Resources:  The Americans: Reconstruction to the 21
st
 Century, Holt-McDougal, Copyright 2009. 

 

Curriculum Writing Committee:  
Chris Cook & Seth Ran   
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Course Time Line 
  

Introduction: Historiography           5 days 

 

Unit I: Reconstruction          15 days 

 

Unit II: Western Expansion         14 days  

 

Unit III: Age of Industry         12 days 

 

Unit IV: Immigration and Urbanization       14 days 

 

Unit V: Age of Imperialism         17 days 

 

 

REVIEW AND MIDTERM EXAM       3 days 

 

 

Unit VI: Progressive Era         12 days 

  

Unit VII: World War I         16 days 

  

Unit VIII: 1920s          13 days 

    

Unit IX: Great Depression and New Deal        15 days 

   

Unit X: World War II          17 days 

 

Unit XI: Cold War            7 days 

 

Conclusion: 1950s-2010s Project          4 days 

 

 

 
REVIEW  AND  FINAL EXAM         4 days 
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Unit I: Reconstructing the Nation Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: After a bitter civil war, the United States attempted to reunite and reform the nation. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 
 

5.1.9A: Apply examples of the rule of law 

as related to individual rights and the 

common good. 

 

5.3.9B: Analyze the roles of local, state, 

and national governments in policy-

making. 

 

5.3.9C: Explain how government agencies 

create, amend and enforce policies in 

local, state, and national governments.  

 

5.3.9F: Explain the Supreme Court’s role 

in interpreting the U.S. Constitution. 

 

8.3.9A: Compare the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development of the 

U.S. 

 

8.3.9B: Compare the impact of historical 

documents, artifacts, and places which are 

critical to the U.S. 

 

8.3.9C: Analyze how continuity and 

change have impacted the United States. 

 

8.3.9D: Interpret how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have impacted the growth 

and development of the U.S.  

 

 Compare and contrast the various 

executive and legislative plans for 

reuniting and reconstructing the 

nation  

 

 Asses the government’s role in 

assisting newly freed people in the 

post-war south 

 

 Analyze and evaluate the reality of 

Reconstruction legislation 

 

 Analyze the southern response to 

emancipation and newly acquired 

rights of blacks 

 

 Examine the election of 1876 as an 

end to Federal Reconstruction 

 

 Analyze landmark Supreme Court 

cases (Plessy v. Ferguson, Brown v. 

Board of Education) as they relate 

to the Reconstruction Era 

 

 Assess key 20
th

 Century events that 

led to the fulfillment of promises 

made during Reconstruction 

 

 

 

 

 Develop a three-column chart which 

explains the various Reconstruction plans 

and make predictions about post-Civil 

War America 

 Rate and justify the assistance provided 

by the government for newly freed people 

during Reconstruction 

 Explain the 13
th

, 14
th

, and 15
th

 

Amendments and research and reflect on 

the reality of these Constitutional rights in 

and beyond the Reconstruction Era 

 Develop a cause/effect organizer showing 

the southern responses to Reconstruction 

(i.e. Black Codes, Literacy Test, Poll Tax, 

Grandfather Clause, and KKK) 

 From a congressional or electoral 

commission point of view, write a 

persuasive essay on whether or not you 

agree with the government’s deal to end 

Reconstruction 

 Develop a timeline which shows the 

development of African-American’s civil 

rights during the late 19
th

 and early 20
th

 

centuries 

 Write an evaluation of Reconstruction 

“promises,” point out the promises that 

were made to the citizens of the country 

and describe which of those promises 

were kept and those promises that were 

broken 
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Unit II: Western Expansion  Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9
th

  

Big Idea: Following the Civil War Americans ventured west of the Mississippi River, vastly changing the land and culture. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 
 

6.4.9D: Explain how the level of 

development of transportation, 

communication networks, and technology 

affect economic interdependence.  

 

7.1.9B: Explain and locate regions and 

their shared connections as defined by 

physical and human features.  

 

8.3.9A: Compare the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development of the 

U.S. 

 

8.3.9B: Compare the impact of historical 

documents, artifacts, and places which are 

critical to the U.S. 

 

8.3.9C: Analyze how continuity and 

change have impacted the United States. 

 

8.3.9D: Interpret how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have impacted the growth 

and development of the U.S.  

 

 

 Identify geography of the United 

States west of the Mississippi River 

 

 Analyze the reasons people moved 

west 

 

 Analyze government support for 

western settlement 

 

 Explain the effects of westward 

expansion on Native Americans 

living on the Great Plains 

 

 Asses the role of the U.S. military 

in expansion of the West 

 

 Summarize the rise and fall of the 

cattle industry 

 

 Explain the struggles and support 

Plains Farmers experienced during 

Westward Expansion 

 

 Construct a map of the settlement 

of the West, noting the progressive 

development from frontier to 

territory to statehood 

 

 Complete a RAFT writing assignment 

with an in depth focus on one of the 

reasons people move west 
 

 Blog Prompt: Evaluate how the US 

dealt with Native Americans in the 

mid to late 1800s and reflect on 

another “wrongdoing” of the U.S.  

 

 Create a poem about the “Indian 

Wars” 

 

 Create a poster regarding the cattle 

industry (eating more beef, 

recruiting cowhands, protecting the 

land, etc.) 

 

 Create a 30 second TV ad on ways 

to help farmers with their struggles 

 

 

 



5 

 

 

Unit III: Age of Industry Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: During the late 1800s the United States experienced an unprecedented amount of industrial growth. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 
 

5.2.9B: Analyze strategies used to resolve 

conflicts in society and government.  

 

6.1.9B: Identify the origin of resources and 

analyze the impact on production of goods 

and services. Analyze how unlimited 

wants and limited resources affect decision 

making.  

 

6.1.9D: Explain how incentives cause 

people to change their behavior in 

predictable ways.  

 

6.3.9B: Examine how and why the 

government acts to regulate and stabilize 

the state and national economy.  

 

6.5.9B: Describe how productivity is 

measured and identify ways in which a 

person can improve his or her 

productivity. 

 

6.5.9C: Identify and explain the 

characteristics of sole proprietorship, 

partnership, and corporation. 

 

6.5.9F: Examine leading entrepreneurs in 

Pennsylvania and the United States in 

terms of risks they took and the rewards 

they received. 

 

 Identify the main resources of the 

Age of Industry (iron ore, coal, 

crude oil) 

 

 Evaluate the major inventors and 

inventions of the era (telephone, 

light bulb, motion picture, recorded 

sound, automobile) 

 

 Identify and analyze the industrial 

giants (Rockefeller, Carnegie, 

Vanderbilt, Morgan, Armour, and 

Swift) 

 

 Analyze and evaluate the role of 

wealthy individuals in American 

society  

 

 Identify and analyze the positive 

and negative effects of business 

growth 

 

 Evaluate regulatory legislation in 

response to business growth 

 

 Examine the issues that existed 

between labor and management 

during this time of industrial 

growth 

 

 Create a Bill Nye the Science Guy 

style skit explaining the labor and 

technology involved in the use of 

these resources 

 Write an obituary for one of the  

inventors during the Industrial Age, 

noting the influence of his invention 

on American society – both then 

and now 

 Create a chart that compares the 

industrial giants by illustrating their 

areas and means of business success 

 Research and write a reflection in 

response to the following prompt: 

Do wealthy Americans have a 

responsibility to engage in 

meaningful philanthropy? 

 Create a political cartoon that shows 

American business growth as 

positive or negative 

 As a character in the game 

Monopoly, write a letter of praise or 

protest to the “Monopoly Man” 

explaining why you feel his game is 

a good or bad example for 

American children 

 Create and perform a fact-based skit 

about the clash between labor and 

management during the late 1800s 
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Unit III: Age of Industry Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: During the late 1800s the United States experienced an unprecedented amount of industrial growth. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.2.9A: Contrast the role groups and 

individuals from Pennsylvania played in 

the social, political, cultural, and economic 

development of the U.S. 

 

8.3.9A: Compare the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development of the 

U.S. 
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Unit IV: Immigration & Urbanization Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9
th

  

Big Idea: Due to industrialization and the increase in population, cities grew rapidly in the late 1800s. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 
 

7.1.9B: Explain and locate regions and 

their shared connections as defined by 

physical and human features.  

 

8.3.9A: Compare the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development of the 

U.S. 

 

8.3.9B: Compare the impact of historical 

documents, artifacts, and places which are 

critical to the U.S. 

 

8.3.9C: Analyze how continuity and 

change have impacted the United States. 

 

8.3.9D: Interpret how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have impacted the growth 

and development of the U.S.  

 

 

 Identify and explain the differences 

between “old” and “new” 

immigrants 
 

 Explain the immigration experience 

at Ellis Island around the turn of the 

century 
 

 Compare and contrast the 

immigration issues from the turn of 

the century to today 
 

 Explain the problems encountered 

by newly arrived immigrants and 

how they reacted 
 

 Read and analyze the Chinese 

Exclusion Act and the Gentlemen’s 

Agreement 
 

 Identify and explain challenges and 

benefits associated with rapidly 

growing cities 
 

 Identify political machines and their 

role in society 
 

 Analyze Civil Service reform 

through the presidencies of the late 

1800s 
 

 Explain problems and solutions 

associated with growing cities 

 

 Label countries on the map as “old” or 

“new” immigrant origins and create a T-

chart identifying the difference between 

native-born individuals and “new” 

immigrants 

 Write about your family’s immigration 

experience and compare it with 

immigration of the late 1800s and early 

1900s 

 Engage in a Socratic Discussion about a 

modern immigration issue (Dream Act 

2011) 

 Based on an excerpt from The American 

Experiment, create a “Found Poem” 

regarding immigrant communities 

 Create a political cartoon demonstrating 

and evaluating America’s discriminatory 

policies during the late 1800s and early 

1900s  

 Review the film The New City noting the 

good, the bad, and the ugly of America’s 

cities 

 Create and present a fact-based skit 

evaluating the role of political machines 

in American cities 

 View the various segments of The 

Presidents DVD series and discuss Civil 

Service reform, noting the current criteria 

for government jobs 

 Rate (and justify) America with regards 

to her ability to solve urban chaos 
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Unit V: Age of Imperialism Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: Around the turn of the 20
th

 Century, the United States became a world power. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 
 

5.4.9A: Explain how the United States 

foreign is developed.  

 

5.4.9B: Explain why and how different 

foreign policy tools are used to advance a 

nation’s self interest.  

 

5.4.9D: Analyze the various mass media 

outlets and their influence on global issues. 

 

6.4.9B: Explain how trade contributes to 

economic interdependence.   

 

7.1.9B: Explain and locate regions and 

their shared connections as defined by 

physical and human features.  

 

8.1.9B: Compare the interpretation of 

historical events and sources, considering 

the use of fact versus opinion, multiple 

perspectives, and cause and effect 

relationships. 

 

8.3.9A: Compare the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development of the 

U.S. 

 

8.3.9C: Analyze how continuity and 

change have impacted the United States. 

 

 

 Explain the motives for American 

expansion during the mid to late 

1800’s 

 

 Evaluate and assess the methods 

used by the U.S. to acquire Alaska 

and Hawaii 

 

 Prioritize America’s reasons for 

going to war with Spain in 1898 

 

 Analyze U.S. military actions 

carried out in the Philippines and 

Cuba 

 

 Identify and explain U.S. influence 

in the following during the post-war 

era regarding: Cuba, Puerto Rico, 

and the Philippines 

 

 Explain why some Americans were 

against imperialism at the turn of 

the 20
th

 Century 

 

 

 As a congressional representative, 

develop a persuasive argument 

either in support of or in opposition 

to current (1890s) theories of 

expansion 

 Create a political cartoon critiquing 

the American purchase of Alaska 

or annexation of Hawaii 

 Debate, from the perspective of a 

pre-assigned cause, the reasons for 

war with Spain 

 Create a yellow journalism article 

about Dewey’s naval victory in the 

Philippines; Verify the historical 

accuracy of the film Rough Riders 

 Using the following primary source 

documents: The Treaty of Paris, the 

Platt Amendment, the Foraker Act, 

and Emilio Aguinaldo Calls for 

Rebellion (1899) and draw 

conclusions about U.S. foreign 

policy 

 Read a primary source document 

from a prominent anti-imperialist 

(Mark Twain, Andrew Carnegie, 

Jane Addams, for example) and 

present an interpretative reading 
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Unit VI: The Progressive Era Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: In the early 1900s, Americans recognized problems in our society and initiated change. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 
 

8.1.9A: Compare patterns of continuity 

and change over time, applying context of 

events. 

 

8.1.9B: Compare the interpretation of 

historical events and sources, considering 

the use of fact versus opinion, multiple 

perspectives, and cause and effect 

relationships. 

 

8.2.9A: Contrast the role groups and 

individuals from Pennsylvania played in 

the social, political, cultural, and economic 

development of the U.S. 

 

8.3.9A: Compare the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development of the 

U.S. 

 

8.3.9B: Compare the impact of historical 

documents, artifacts, and places which are 

critical to the U.S. 

 

8.3.9C: Analyze how continuity and 

change have impacted the United States. 

 

8.3.9D: Interpret how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have impacted the U.S. 

 

 Identify muckrakers (Hine, Riis, 

Sinclair, Steffens, and Tarbell) 

 

 Compare and contrast the 

presidencies of Roosevelt and Taft, 

as responders to the problems 

created by industrialization 

 

 Identify democratic reforms of the 

era (Direct Primary, Initiative and 

Referendum, Recall, and 17
th

 

Amendment) 

 

 Explain the significance of the 1912 

Election 

 

 Evaluate the economic changes that 

took place during the Wilson 

administration  

 

 Asses the Civil Rights Movement 

during the Progressive Era 

 

 Explain the changes that occurred 

for American women before and 

after the passage of the 19
th

 

Amendment 

 

 

 

 Research the various muckrakers, 

reformers, and create a “Historical 

Head”  

 Create a political cartoon 

evaluating TR and/or Taft as 

problem solvers with regards to 

industrialization 

 In writing, justify which of the 

democratic reforms had the most 

significant impact in bringing more 

power to U.S. citizens 

 Create a mudslinging campaign ad 

for either: TR, Taft, Wilson, or 

Debs 

 Create a problem and solutions 

graphic organizer regarding 

Wilson’s economic reforms 

 Compare and contrast the 

contributions of Washington and 

Du Bois and draw conclusions 

regarding the lack of progress for 

African Americans during the 

Progressive Era 

 As a U.S. Congressman in 1917, 

create a speech in favor of 

women’s suffrage based on the 

increased roles and contributions 

of American women 
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Unit VII: World War I (The Great War) Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: Because the U.S. successfully intervened during World War I, it confirmed its status as a world power. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 
 

5.2.9B: Analyze strategies used to 

resolve conflicts in society and 

government.  

 

5.4.9C: Identify the role of 

international organizations.  

 

6.1.9B: Identify the origin of 

resources and analyze the impact on 

production of goods and services. 

Analyze how unlimited wants and 

limited resources affect decision 

making.  

 

7.3.9A: Explain the human 

characteristics of places and regions 

using the following criteria: 

population, culture, settlement, 

economic activities, and political 

activities.  

 

8.1.9B: Compare the interpretation of 

historical events and sources, 

considering the use of fact versus 

opinion, multiple perspectives, and 

cause and effect relationships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Identify and analyze the MAIN 

(Militarism, Alliances, Imperialism, and 

Nationalism) and immediate causes of 

World War I 

 

 Analyze America’s views and actions 

prior to her intervention in the war 

 

 Identify and evaluate America’s reasons 

for declaring war on Germany in 1917 

 

 Explain how America mobilized for 

World War I 

 

 Identify how the war in Europe changed 

after the U.S. entered the war 

 

 Explain how the war impacted the 

American homefront 

 

 Assess the role the U.S. played in 

determining a lasting peace in Europe 

 

 Locate, label, and identify the post-

World War I countries of Europe 

 

 Analyze and evaluate the role of the 

United States as the protector and 

promoter of democracy abroad post-

World War I to the present 

 

 In groups act out in a charade-like 

style Europe’s causes for war 

 

 Compare and contrast Wilson’s 

Declaration of Neutrality (1914) 

with the views and actions of 

various groups of Americans (pp. 

377)    

 

 Write a letter to President 

Woodrow Wilson either in support 

of or in opposition to his war 

message and America’s reasons for 

entering World War I 

 

 Create a World War I propaganda 

bumper sticker encouraging 

support for mobilization utilizing 

men, money, and/or supplies 

 

 Create a flow diagram that outlines 

the impacts of the U.S. entering 

the war  

 

 Create a political cartoon 

demonstrating understanding and 

agreement or opposition to 

government restrictions on 

freedoms during wartime 
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Unit VII: World War I (The Great War) Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: Because the U.S. successfully intervened during World War I, it confirmed its status as a world power. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.3.9A: Compare the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, 

political, cultural, and economic 

development of the U.S. 

 

8.3.9B: Compare the impact of 

historical documents, artifacts, and 

places which are critical to the U.S. 

 

8.3.9C: Analyze how continuity and 

change have impacted the United 

States. 

 

8.3.9D: Interpret how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have impacted the 

growth and development of the U.S. 

 

8.4.9C: Analyze how continuity and 

change have impacted world history.  

 

8.4.9D: Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have influenced the 

history and development of the world. 

 

 
 

 

 
 Sort and categorize Wilson’s 

Fourteen Point Speech, then 

compare and contrast Wilson’s 

Fourteen Points to segments of the 

Treaty of Versailles of 1919 

 

 Create two authentic maps 

illustrating European countries 

before and after World War I and 

then compare and contrast the two 

maps 

 

 Write a blog post assessing 

America’s self-prescribed role as 

protector and promoter of 

democracy abroad post-World 

War I to the present 
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Unit VIII: The Roaring 20s Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: During the 1920s America reacted, rebelled, and economically declined. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

6.2.9D: Explain the laws of supply and 

demand and how these affect the 

prices of goods and services. 

 

6.2.9B: Explain how competition between 

buyers and sellers affect prices.  

 

6.2.9C: Analyze how media affects 

economic decisions.  

 

8.1.9B: Compare the interpretation of 

historical events and sources, considering 

the use of fact versus opinion, multiple 

perspectives, and cause and effect 

relationships. 

 

8.3.9A: Compare the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development of the 

U.S. 

 

8.3.9B: Compare the impact of historical 

documents, artifacts, and places which are 

critical to the U.S. 

 

8.3.9C: Analyze how continuity and 

change have impacted the United States. 

 

 

 

 Summarize the Republican 

presidencies of 1920s 

 

 Analyze America’s revival of 

nativism including the Red Scare, 

anti-immigration laws, and the new 

Klan 

 

 Analyze the Scopes Trial and its 

effects on modern education 

 

 Correlate the passage of the 19
th

 

Amendment with the reform of 

women’s culture 

  

 Evaluate the success of the “Noble 

Experiment” (18
th

 Amendment) 

  

 Identify the Harlem Renaissance 

and prominent African Americans 

and their impact on American 

culture 

 

 Explain how the arts during the 

1920s reflected a rebellious attitude 

 

 Analyze consumerism during the 

1920s and summarize its affect on 

society 

 

 Generate a list of qualities for an 

effective president and assess the 

1920s presidents in relation to it 

 

 Based on primary source 

documents reenact a Palmer Raid 

or the Sacco and Vanzetti Trial 

 

 Based on your educational 

experiences, write an opinion piece 

regarding religion in public schools 

(not enough religion or too much?) 

  

 Visually depict “the American 

woman” of the 1800s, 1920s, and 

today 

 

 Explain how and why the 18
th

 

Amendment failed 

  

 Write an original poem reflecting 

on the impact of the  Harlem 

Renaissance  

 

 Analyze primary sources from 

various authors, artists, and 

musicians from the time period and 

write a reflection regarding 

rebellion in the arts (then and now) 
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Unit VIII: The Roaring 20s Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: During the 1920s America reacted, rebelled, and economically declined. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.3.9D: Interpret how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have impacted the growth 

and development of the U.S. 

 

 

 

 

 Explain how prosperity during the 

1920s was superficial (uneven 

distribution of wealth, credit, 

buying on the margin) 

 

 

 

 Create an original advertisement, 

for a new product during the era, 

reflecting the rise in consumerism 

during the 20s 

 

 Create a radio broadcast explaining 

the crumbling economy during the 

20s OR write a note to “Prosperity” 

explaining why she was so fake 

during the 20s 
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Unit IX: Great Depression and New Deal Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: The severe economic depression of the 1930s prompted government intervention. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 
 

6.2.9D: Explain the laws of supply and 

demand and how these affect the 

prices of goods and services. 

 

6.2.9E: Analyze the characteristics of 

economic expansion, recession, and 

depression. 

 

6.3.9A: Analyze the process through 

which the government provides public 

goods and services.  

 

6.3.9B: Examine how and why the 

government acts to regulate and stabilize 

the state and national economy.  

 

8.3.9A: Compare the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development of the 

U.S. 

 

8.3.9B: Compare the impact of historical 

documents, artifacts, and places which are 

critical to the U.S. 

 

8.3.9C: Analyze how continuity and 

change have impacted the United States. 

 

 

 

 

 Explain causes of the Great 

Depression (crisis in farm sector, 

overproduction of goods, increase 

in tariffs, credit, and crash of stock 

market) 

 

 Compare and contrast the affects of 

the Depression in urban and rural 

America 

 

 Compare and contrast the 

presidential responses to the Great 

Depression 

 

 Identify, analyze, and evaluate New 

Deal programs 

 

 Recognize opposition to FDR’s 

New Deal (Huey Long, Father 

Coughlin, Francis Townsend, 

Liberty League) 

 

 Analyze Depression-Era 

entertainment 

 

 Analyze and evaluate the lasting 

effects of the Great Depression and 

New Deal 

 

 

 Create and present a fact-based skit 

regarding one of the causes of the 

Great Depression 

 

 Compare and contrast the affects of 

the current recession with the Great 

Depression on Americans 

 

 Create a political cartoon either in 

support of or opposition to either 

Hoover’s or Roosevelt’s responses 

to the Great Depression OR write 

an essay comparing and contrasting 

Hoover and Roosevelt’s responses 

to the Depression 

 

 Create and present a “New Deal 

Children’s Book” explaining and 

evaluating one of the New Deal 

programs 

 

 Create and present a fact-based 

radio broadcast criticizing FDR’s 

New Deal initiatives 

 

 Analyze primary sources from 

various means of entertainment and 

write a reflection regarding the 

impact of the Depression on 

entertainment 
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Unit IX: Great Depression and New Deal Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: The severe economic depression of the 1930s prompted government intervention. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.3.9D: Interpret how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have impacted the growth 

and development of the U.S. 

 

 

 Write a blog post connecting and 

evaluating a current government-

sponsored program (Obamacare) to 

the governmental prescient put 

forth in the 1930s 
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Unit X: World War II Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: U.S. intervention changed the outcome of the Second World War. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 
 

5.2.9B: Analyze strategies used to resolve 

conflicts in society and government.  

 

5.4.9C: Identify the role of international 

organizations.  

 

7.3.9A: Explain the human characteristics 

of places and regions using the following 

criteria: population, culture, settlement, 

economic activities, and political 

activities.  

 

8.1.9B: Compare the interpretation of 

historical events and sources, considering 

the use of fact versus opinion, multiple 

perspectives, and cause and effect 

relationships. 

 

8.3.9A: Compare the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development of the 

U.S. 

 

8.3.9B: Compare the impact of historical 

documents, artifacts, and places which are 

critical to the U.S. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Locate, label, and identify countries 

belonging to the two alliance 

systems during World War II (Axis, 

Allies) 

 

 Analyze the aggressive actions of 

Japan, Germany, and Italy during 

the 1930s 

 

 Identify and explain key events of 

the war prior to America’s 

intervention 

 

 Identify and explain U.S. policies in 

the early years of the war 

 

 Analyze the persecution of Jews 

and European minorities leading up 

to and during the Holocaust 

 

 Analyze the impact of the attack on 

Pearl Harbor 

 

 Identify and analyze key World 

War II battles in which America 

was involved 

 

 Justify the decision of the U.S. to 

end the war with the use of the 

atomic bomb 

 

 Label a map of Europe according to 

the alliances of World War II 

 

 Create a chronological set of  

newspaper headlines which 

describe the aggressive actions 

taken by Japan, Germany and Italy 

in the 1930s 

 

 Debate America’s neutral stance 

prior to 1941 based on the events in 

Europe and Asia 

 

 Write a blog post explaining and 

assessing the role of the U.S. in 

foreign countries experiencing 

turmoil 

 

 Students will post a blog response 

to Ahmadinejad’s statement 

regarding the Holocaust, “A lie and 

a mythical claim” that western 

powers “launched the myth of the 

Holocaust. They lied, then put on a 

show and then they support the 

Jews.” 

 

 Act out a short skit with two 

scenes:  scene one is 12/6/1941 and 

scene two is 12/7/1941 
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Unit X: World War II Subject Area: U.S. History Grade: 9 

Big Idea: U.S. intervention changed the outcome of the Second World War. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.3.9C: Analyze how continuity and 

change have impacted the United States. 

 

8.3.9D: Interpret how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have impacted the growth 

and development of the U.S. 

 

8.4.9A: Compare the role groups and 

individuals played in the social, political, 

cultural, and economic development 

throughout world history.  

 

8.4.9D: Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have influenced the history 

and development of the world. 

 

 

 

 Evaluate the impact of the war on 

the homefront 

 

 Explain the challenges faced by the 

Allies in building a just and lasting 

peace 

 

 

 Research an important battle of 

World War II to be presented to the 

class 

 

 As advisers and military personnel 

in a “war room,” debate the 

decision of the United States to use 

atomic warfare against the Empire 

of Japan in August of 1945 

 

 Create a poster advocating support 

for the war on the homefront 

 

 List the five most challenging 

issues the Allies faced at the end of 

WWII, and prioritize them, 

proposing ways in which these 

issues should be handled 
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Unit XI: The Origins of the Cold War Subject Area: U.S. History  Grade: 9 

Big Idea: Following World War II, the United States and Soviet Union competed ideologically and technologically for control around 

the world. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

5.4.9A: Explain how United States foreign 

policy is developed.  

 

5.4.9B: Explain why and how different 

foreign policy tools are used to advance a 

nation’s self interest.  

 

7.3.9A: Explain the human characteristics 

of places and regions using the following 

criteria: population, culture, settlement, 

economic activities, and political 

activities.  

 

8.1.9B: Compare the interpretation of 

historical events and sources, considering 

the use of fact versus opinion, multiple 

perspectives, and cause and effect 

relationships. 

 

8.3.9C: Analyze how continuity and 

change have impacted the United States. 

 

8.3.9D: Interpret how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have impacted the growth 

and development of the U.S. 

 

 

 

 Identify the origins of the Cold War 

 

 Identify and evaluate the policies 

the superpowers used to “fight” the 

Cold War  

 

 Identify the countries that formed 

into the separate alliances of the 

Cold War 

 

 Analyze the escalation of the Cold 

War in Europe and Asia  

 

 Explain the effects that the Cold 

War had on Americans 

 

 Explain why the superpowers never 

engaged in conventional warfare 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Create a political cartoon that 

reflects the mounting tensions 

between the U.S. and the Soviet 

Union in the post-WWII Era 

 

 Develop a flow chart/chess match 

that depicts how the policies of the 

Cold War developed 

 

 Create a map of Europe and Asia 

showing the alliances that 

developed during the Cold War 

 

 Create a post-WWII 

Reconstruction Plan for Europe 

and compare with actual events  

 Evaluate the success of current 

communist countries (China, Cuba, 

Laos, North Korea, and Vietnam)  

 

 Create a fact-based newspaper 

article from any decade from the 

1950s to the 1980s showing the 

effects that the Cold War had on 

Americans during one of those 

decades 
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Unit XI: The Origins of the Cold War Subject Area: U.S. History  Grade: 9 

Big Idea: Following World War II, the United States and Soviet Union competed ideologically and technologically for control around 

the world. 

PA Academic Standards Performance Indicators Assessments 

 

8.4.9D: Analyze how conflict and 

cooperation among groups and 

organizations have influenced the history 

and development of the world. 

 

 

 Create a blog post regarding the 

past and present threats of nuclear 

warfare 
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SKILL DEVELOPMENT INDICATORS: 
 

1) Develop a research paper: 

   *write an appropriate introduction, body and conclusions 

   *create a bibliography with 5 sources (only one encyclopedia) 

   *utilize proper citations 

   *use primary and secondary sources 

2) Write a thesis essay: 

 *minimum five-paragraph position paper 

 *developed from in-class sources and readings 

3) Write an essay in response to an AP “free response” question 

4) Give an oral presentation: 

   *acquire information that is correct and well organized 

   *use visual aids (if deemed necessary) 

   *stay within assigned timeframes 

   *maintain good eye contact, posture, projection and enunciation 

5) Work effectively in cooperative learning groups: 

 *ask questions of and share information with partner(s) 

 *set and accomplish individual and group goals 

 *set and complete apportioned tasks 

 *support, assist, and encourage other group members 

 *complete group project 

 *maintain involvement in allotted time 

6) Take notes from oral presentations: 

   *write down key ideas from the projector and from critical listening 

   *ask pertinent questions to facilitate understanding 

  7)  Read critically from a variety of sources utilizing the following skills: 
   *comparing and contrasting 

   *distinguishing fact from fiction 

   *recognizing cause and effect 

   *making and proving generalizations 

   *drawing conclusions / making inferences 

   *analyzing context clues for unfamiliar vocabulary 

8) Develop charts / outlines: 
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ASSESSMENT METHODS: 

 

The teacher will use a variety of assessment techniques selected from, but not limited to, the following list: 

1) Objective tests/quizzes 

2) Essay tests 

3) Take-home / in-class essays 

4) Research papers 

5) Oral presentations: 

 Reports 

 Panel discussions 

 Simulations/Debates 

6) Political cartoon analysis/development 

7) Various writing assignments: 

 Propaganda analysis/development 

 Letters 

 Editorials 

 Letters to congressmen 

8) Posters/Pictures 

9) Charts/Graphs/Maps analysis 

10)  Homework 

11)  Class discussion 

12)  Teacher/Student conferences 

 

Although each individual assessment will have its own grading value, common guidelines include, but are not limited to: 

*  Accurate information  *  Clear presentation 

*  Logical development  *  Focused argument/theme 

*  Proper format   *  Neatness/Organization 

 

Teacher and student-made rubrics will be developed at the discretion of the individual instructor.  Homework policies, specific 

assignment criteria, and test-taking policies will be established by the classroom teacher.   

        
 

 

 



22 

 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCE MATERIALS: 
 
 

Novels (excerpts only) & Worse than Slavery 

Documents:   My Antonia 

Black Elk Speaks 

Letters of a Woman Homesteader 

The Gospel of Wealth 

Twenty Years at Hull House 

Rough Riders 

The History of Standard Oil 

The Jungle 

    The Shame of Cities 

    All Quiet on the Western Front 

    The Great Gatsby 

The Grapes of Wrath 

Night 

The Greatest Generation 

The Great War 

The Communist Manifesto 

 

 

 

 

Videos (mainly excerpts): The Eye of the Storm 

Bullied 

Dances with Wolves  

    The Transcontinental Railroad 

    Bury my Heart at Wounded Knee 

The New City (Annenberg) 

Industrial Supremacy (Annenberg) 

    Newsies 

    Homestead Strike 

    Ellis Island 

    Rough Riders 

Triangle Factory Fire 

Iron Jawed Angels 

All Quiet on the Western Front 

The Lost Battalion 

Cinderella Man 

The Wave 

Pearl Harbor  

MacArthur’s War 

America: The Story of Us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


